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Accolades

NIE Caring Teacher Award 2012
National Commendation Award
“They don’t care how much you know until they know how
much you care.”

T

his is so true for teachers - the engineers of human souls. I
believe that every teacher is caring. If they were not, they
would not spend so much time and effort to nurture
their pupils, inspire them and lead them to
be the best that they can be. Fourteen years
ago, when I told my friends that I wanted
to sign up as a teacher, one of them wrote
me a little note which ended with this
encouraging statement, “Touch the lives of
the young ones, be ‘touchy!” I will always
remember to be “touchy”.
Mrs Angie Liu
HOD
Citizenship and Character Education

Excellent Service Award
(EXSA) 2011 - Gold
MOE Service Excellence
Award (MSEA) 2011

Best Wishes for
Mrs Cheong

W

I

am delighted and deeply honoured to receive these awards
from Spring Singapore and MOE. I am humbled that what I
have done has garnered the nominations as I feel that I have
merely done my job and duty. These awards have boosted my
morale and they further spur and motivate me to provide an even
higher level of service to our customers in the future. To be able to
provide quality service at any point can be a challenge for anyone
but I feel that if anything is done with a sincere heart and positive
mind-set, everything is achievable.
I wish to express my appreciation to Mr Mah, Mdm Maria and all the
school leaders who recommended and supported my nominations.
I also want to thank my colleagues who make each day an enjoyable
experience for me.
Ms Ng Lay Tin
Administrative Executive
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alking
down
memory
lane, I am grateful to and
truly blessed by both the
teaching and non-teaching staff who
have helped and supported me. My
deepest thanks to all the teachers and
school leaders who had worked with,
encouraged and inspired me. Special
thanks to the wonderful Parent Support
Group and School Advisory Committee
for your love and support to Rivervale.
Moving on, I am excited to be pioneering a new primary school
as the Vice-Principal designate of Palm View Primary. The fond
memories and invaluable experience gained with Rivervale will
be most helpful in this new appointment.
My dear Riverlites, as proclaimed in the final chorus of the
school song, “Oh Rivervale, Oh Rivervale, united we are strong!”,
your oneness is your greatness. Thank you for the wonderful
memories. I wish you blessed years ahead as you journey on to
Succeed and Excel!
Mrs Joyce Cheong
Former Vice-Principal

School Activities

Total Defence Day

T

otal Defence Day (TDD) this year was especially exciting
for me. Being the NE monitor, I was involved in the event. I
helped to ration water for my schoolmates during the water
rationing exercise. There was also a short period of time when the
lights and fans were switched off. In addition, there was a concert
held to commemorate the event, in which secondary school students
put up performances. Even our teachers performed a skit! Their skit,
while hammering home the key values of TDD, was humorous and
we learnt a lot about the importance of Total Defence. My fellow
schoolmates and I not only enjoyed the events of the day but also
learned more about the five aspects of Total Defence.
Najeba Bte Abdul Hazis
Primary 5F

Prefects’ Training Camp

T

he Prefects’ Training Camp is a one-day event organized
every year for the Primary 3 to Primary 5 prefects.

When we stepped into the school hall, we were introduced to our
coaches and briefed on the training and safety measures. Then, we
were grouped and we played games to familiarise ourselves with
one another. After which, we went to the AVA room for a talk on
leadership and the qualities of a leader. Each of us was also given a
booklet on leadership.
Soon it was time for us to play games in the parade square. These
included my favourite game, “Tower Stack”. It was a game that
required teamwork and strategy. However, we only managed to
build a tower that was no taller than the trainer. But what mattered
most was that we had a lot of fun cracking our heads in order to find
solutions.
After lunch, we attended another talk on project management. At
the end of the day, though we were tired, it was a very rewarding
experience for all of us.
I have learnt how to model the right behaviour and the importance
of teamwork. I have also learnt to communicate effectively, build
team cohesiveness and lead a team towards achieving common
goals.
Ginny Hoe Hui Yee
Primary 5A
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School Activities

Primary Fours Visit Places of Worship
On 22nd March, the Primary Four Pupils visited different places of worship. This cross-cultural exchange was to expose pupils to the
different religions as well as foster understanding between the different religions in Singapore. In their own words:

M

y classmates and I, with our Mother Tongue teacher, visited
the Hindu Temple in Sengkang. Before walking into the
temple, we were asked to take off our shoes. Then, a guide
explained to us about the culture and the design of the temple.
He told us about the main deity of the temple, Lord Murugan. We
walked around the temple and took many photographs for our
project. We then completed worksheets that helped us learn more
about the Hindu religion and Indian culture. I learnt that Hindus use
flowers, milk, coconuts and fruits as offerings. After that, we were
given some food and drinks. Through this learning journey, I have
learnt more about the Indian culture.
Eileen Ho
Primary 4A

O

ur class was assigned to visit the Al-Mawaddah Mosque in
Buangkok. We were all excited about what we were going to
see. We hopped on the bus and could not wait for it to bring
us to our destination. When we arrived, we were asked to take our
shoes off and place them in the shelves provided. The mosque was
huge with many levels. We were greeted by a friendly representative
who took us to the basement where we witnessed a solemnisation
ceremony. Then we went to the prayer hall. We learnt that men and
women prayed at different levels. We were also briefed about the
Muslim religion. We asked many questions to clarify our doubts. I
am glad that we were able to visit these places of worship because
it was an enriching experience and we had the opportunity to learn
more about the different and yet interesting cultures and religions.
Most importantly, we learnt to respect people of different religions
even if we do not subscribe to the same beliefs.
Gabrielle Koh
Primary 4A

M

y group was brought to the Chong Ghee Temple in
Sengkang. The design of this temple is unique as the
architecture comprises of dragons and fish. In the temple,
there are many statues of deities and one of them was of Confucius:
someone whom students pray to for success in their studies.
We learnt that worshippers offer joss sticks, tea leaves, biscuits and
candles when they pray to the Gods. The trip was really enlightening
as I learnt how the different religions worship their respective
Gods.
Bryan Tay
Primary 4B
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I

t was my first visit to St Anne’s Church and I was very excited. As
I entered the church compound, I realised that the compound
comprised of a playground, canteen, library, a garden and a
pond. I learnt that the Catholic Church was built in 1963 and it was
painted blue and white, which are significant colours. We found
out the different mass times and we had to observe silence in the
building so as not to disturb the people who were praying. After my
tour, I feel that the Church is a holy place that gives people a sense
of peace and happiness.
Jarren Ong
Primary 4C

School Activities

SPORTS DAY

“B

oom!” The sound is still ringing in our heads after a
month. On 13th April, we had our Annual Sports Day
at Serangoon Stadium. As spectators and cheerleaders,
we rode the bus to the stadium in high spirits. We have always
been spectators but we still get excited when the competitors start
running and the respective houses start cheering loudly. Looking
at the runners lined up in front of us, there is always a rush of
adrenaline as we cheer them on loudly and roar with the spirit of a
ferocious lion.
This year, International Friendship Day was celebrated together
with Sports Day and there was a carnival for us to learn more about
fostering friendship and teamwork. There were a few games that
tested our coordination. The one that we enjoyed the most was
when we had to remove our shoes and socks and walk on coconut
husks attached to strings.
Next year, however, we wish to be athletes to experience the thrill of
competing with many other athletes and bring glory for our house!
Benedict Lee and Tan Zhi Le
Primary 5A

I

could not sleep the very night before Sports Day. I was feeling
too excited and really looking forward to my event. I was taking
part in the 4 x 100m event. I felt that I had practiced enough
during P.E. lessons as well as the house practice sessions. In the
morning, I got up really early as I needed to be in school by 6.30 a.m.
We sat at the competitors’ area at the stadium. I was extremely
nervous while waiting for my event to be called out by the competitor
stewards. The hot weather did not help any of us as we were sweating
bullets!
When it was my turn, I walked to the track nervously. The air-horn
sounded and off we went. Every one of the competitors ran as fast
as they could. When I received the baton from my team mate, all I
wanted to do was get to the finish line in the shortest time possible.
Although we came in third and won ourselves only a bronze medal,
we were satisfied and happy with our performance. It was extra
emotional for my team mates and I as it is our last Sports Day in
Rivervale Primary School. I would like to thank all the teachers and
parents who were involved and who served in different areas such
as track judges and timekeepers. It was truly an enjoyable and
memorable day for me!
Chong Wei En
Primary 6C
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Project Globalisation

Primary Sixes Visit Vietnam

I

was happy to be selected for the Vietnam Immersion Trip from
8th to 14th March. After a two hour flight, we arrived at Ho Chi
Mihn City located in the south of Vietnam. We were greeted
by a hot and dry breeze which is normal in the month of March.
We then proceeded to the Independence Palace and the Old Post
Office. After that, we were treated to a water puppet show which
ended the activities for the first day.
Over the next few days, we visited an orphanage where we interacted
and mingled with the orphans for our “Leading by Serving”
Programme. Their haircuts were really eye-catching! It made me
realise how fortunate I am to have my parents who take care of me
and support me. Another interesting place that we visited was the
Cu Chi tunnels. It was mind boggling to imagine the hardships that
the Vietnamese went through when they lived underground in the
hot and cramped spaces during the Vietnam War.
We then visited the Singapore International School and met the
pupils we were going to stay with. We spent time in their classes
learning with them. I even managed to pick up a smattering
of the Vietnamese language.
All in all, I enjoyed the trip and was glad to be given the
opportunity to see and learn about another culture.
Vitus Cheong
Primary 6A

Primary Threes Visit Malacca

T

he Primary Three pupils went on a
two-day historical immersion trip to
Malacca on 29th March 2012. Everyone
was excited. This was my first overseas trip
with my classmates. Upon entering Malaysia,
we met Mdm Tan, our tour guide. On our way
to Malacca, Mdm Tan told us about Malacca’s struggle for freedom
and its rich history.
In Malacca, we went to the Hang Tuah well, Hang Li Poh’s well, the
Dutch Square, St. Paul’s Church, A’Famosa and the Baba and Nyonya
Heritage Museum. The first day ended with a delectable dinner at
the Nyonya Restaurant. The next day, we went to a girls’ school the Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus. We had a great time with the
students there. They also entertained us with their performances. We
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then went to the supermarket where I bought some coconut cookies
for my family and some souvenirs.
It was an exhilarating and memorable experience and I will always
cherish the memories.
Srinivasa Varma
Primary 3I

Project Globalisation

Primary Twos Visit Muar

T

he Muar trip was an enriching one. There were many new things to be learnt. At our first stop, we visited a rubber plantation. Our
guide informed us that the knife used to cut the rubber tree was called the ‘Jepong’. We also played some traditional games such
as hopscotch and gasing. Next, we stopped at a pineapple plantation where we stood on the peat soil that pineapples are grown
on. We were also treated to the delicious ‘Josapine’ pineapple. Following that, we went to a coffee plantation and the highlight there was
plucking and tasting the sweet coffee berry. Before heading home, we visited a school called Sekolah Convent Muar where the pupils put
up performances and provided us with snacks. It was a fulfilling and exciting experience.
Brandon Chan Wei Quan and Leroi June
Primary 2D

Leading by
Serving at Batam

I

t was our first trip to Batam with our
schoolmates and teachers. We were looking
forward to the trip as we could take this
opportunity to help the less fortunate and to learn
something new.
Upon arrival, we had a sumptuous lunch and a short city tour before
proceeding to Bethesda Orphanage. First, we introduced ourselves.
Then, we had some ice-breaker activities. We had a fun time playing
games and interacting with the children.
The next day, we went back to Bethesda Orphanage and painted
murals. After painting, some of us helped to clean up the orphanage.
Before we left the orphanage, we took photos of our murals. It was
a job well done. The murals were beautiful!
We left the orphanage with a sense of achievement. What we learnt
during our visit is that Singaporeans are very lucky as we do not
have natural disasters that will result in the loss of our loved ones.
These orphans lost their parents in the Tsunami. It is really sad!
However, they are positive in accepting their circumstances and are
very resilient. This is something we will always remember when we
think of our friends in Batam.
Aziman
Primary 5G1
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Collaboration and Partnership

River vale Primary School
@ MOE ExCEL Fest 2012

R

ivervale Primary School presented the Rivervale Brand of
Education (Riv BE) at this year’s MOE ExCEL Fest. Our Vice
Principal, Mdm Maria, led the team of presenters which
included our School Staff Developer, Mrs Gayle Ng, ICT HOD, Mr
Jonathon Loh and Maths HOD, Mr Jerry Soh. The team shared one of
the school’s key programmes; Riv BE Global Classroom, in which we
instill in our Riverlites the development of 21st century competencies
including character building through leading by serving, inculcating
in them a love for Singapore and a global mindset. Our Primary
Five Riverlites facilitated the workshop section by engaging in an

English Language lesson the Riv BE way. Many questions which
were asked during the session were answered satisfactorily by
our confident Riverlites. Mrs Gayle Ng highlighted and traced the
school’s learning journey in Riv BE, from the conceptualization stage
to charting progressive training for our teachers in preparation for
the implementation of Riv BE curriculum. The presenters would
like to thank their colleagues who readily shared their resources
and turned up to support the
inaugural presentation of RIV
BE at the festival.
Mr Jerry Soh
Maths HOD

Primary Threes
& Fours Parents’
Dialogue

T

he
dialogue
session
was
held
on
a
Saturday morning and I
attended the session as I
was eager to know more
about my children’s
development in school.
It was an informative
session as members of
the school and the school
leaders shared information about the school’s curriculum
and answered many of the parents’ queries. As a parent of three
children, all of whom have attended Rivervale Primary School, this
session helped me to learn more about the curriculum, the school
and the people involved in it. I am also more aware of the syllabus
taught and am appreciative that such a session was organised. It
did help to address some of my concerns as a parent. I hope that
more of such sessions will be conducted in the future.
Zuliana Bte Ahmad
(Mother of Nur Ahda, 4A)
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SINDA Talk

I

attended the talk organised
for parents to guide and
prepare their children for the
PSLE. Mrs Kunawathy Nalathimby
is an excellent speaker. Her sharing
highlighted the need for parents
to commit themselves to provide
the appropriate platforms for their
children and inculcate in them a love for learning. Topics covered at
the talk included developing the child’s critical thinking skills and
the principles of time and stress management. Parents were also
taught techniques to equip their children with the appropriate skills
and competencies for success and to create a culture of thinking,
creativity and problem-solving. This talk also provided teachers and
other parents the opportunity to interact with the speaker. Parents
are now more knowledgeable and better equipped to face the various
demands and challenges of their children’s education.
Daphne Pereira
(Mother of Kevin Pereira, 6A)

