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Accolades 3

Robomania Competition 2013
On 5th November 2013, the Robotics team set off to
Huamin Primary School to participate in the Robomania
Competition. We started building our robots two weeks
before the competition. We had to ensure that our robot
was strong and could take multiple hits. We arrived at
Huamin Primary School at 1pm. During the competition,
I was very nervous as there were many other talented
players.
Fortunately, our robots were in top form that day! Our
team won first prize for ‘Robowars’ and third prize for
‘Robosoccer’. We also took home the ‘Best Designed
Robot Award’, ‘Judges’ Award’ and ‘Most Supportive
School Award’! I look forward to the next competition in
March 2014!
Written by Dino Yeo (6B1)

Written by: Mrs Janis Chan

Caring Teacher Award
It is a blessing. It is a bonus. With great humility, I would like to thank
Mr Mah, Mdm Maria, the School CTA Nomination Committee, NIE and
ExxonMobil for the ‘Caring Teacher - National Commendation Award
2014’.
For the past twelve years in Rivervale Primary School, I have been inspired
by so many colleagues, teaching and non- teaching staff, who have shown
passion and love for our young learners.
Teaching is a challenging, yet meaningful job. When I am down, I always get
re-energised by the pupils’ genuine responses and great curiosity for things
around them.
Besides valuing and nurturing every child, I also remind myself that learning
is a life-long journey. We give our best not only for ourselves, but for the
world. Let us treasure every moment, put our best foot forward and enjoy
life!
Thank you.

Rivervale Post 2014 | Issue 2

4 Accolades

North Zone Inter Primary
School Badminton
Championship

When I first arrived at Hougang Sports Hall with
my team mates, I was very excited as it was my
first time playing at the national level. We gave
our best and supported each other. Despite being
unsuccessful in the first two rounds, we won the
final round against Choa Chu Kang Primary School
and received the 3rd prize in the competition. We
might not have qualified for the next round but I felt
proud to be part of the team and thankful for the
opportunity given to me.
Written by: Shannon Loo (P6B2)

North Zone Hockey Championship
Recently, the Junior hockey team participated in the North Zone Championship. Having won the 4th place at the
North Zone Championship, it has earned us a spot in the national tournament, which will take place in Term 3.
Our team is made up of nine members from Primary 5 and one from Primary 4. Our hard work and training had
finally paid off and we would like to thank our coach and teacher-in-charge, Mr Syah. We have been training twice
a week and will do our very best during the national tournament.
Written by: Nicholas Liew (P5B)
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Accolades 5

Red Cross National First
Aid Competition
In preparation for this competition, my team and I
worked very hard. We practised our skills up to 3
hours per week, not inclusive of memorising notes
and practising at home. We wanted to win the Red
Cross First Aid competition and be the champion at
the national level.
However, even though we did not emerge as the
champion at the nationals, we were the champion
in our district. We came in 2nd at the national level,
ousting 24 other primary schools! We have learnt
many values like perseverance, teamwork and
loyalty. We are determined to win the next level’s
competition and will work even harder for it.
Written by: Vernice Gui (P5A)

National Story Challenge
I was very excited to be one of the chosen Speech and
Drama Club members to participate in the National
Story Challenge at River Valley High School. Given
a topic and a condition, I was given five minutes to
prepare an original story within three minutes. I was
so nervous because the other contestants from other
schools were so good! It was comforting to see my
drama members supporting me as audiences. Never
did I expect to get the ‘First Runner-up (Individual
Category) Award’! The National Story Challenge
was truly an unforgettable experience for me! I had
made new friends and gained more confidence in my
presentation skills.
Written by: Kiran s/o Kasinathan (P4A)
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6 Aesthetic Excellence

SYF Presentation 2014
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Aesthetic Excellence 7
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8 School Activities

Total Defence Day
On 14th February 2014, the Speech and Drama Club members went up the
stage to perform a short skit on Total Defence. We collaborated with the
teachers of Rivervale and covered on the five pillars of Total Defence. They
are Military Defence, Civil Defence, Economic Defence, Social Defence and
Psychological Defence. The skit was funny and entertaining, especially when
the teachers acted as representatives of the different defences and some
acted as terrorists that were caught by the army and police. The exhibition
put up by the Police Force at the parade square was very interesting! We got
to sit in the police car, explore the tools and equipment used by the police
and interact with the policemen.
More importantly, I learnt that firstly, Military Defence means keeping
Singapore secure. Secondly, Civil Defence means taking care of our family
and people around us in times of crisis. Thirdly, Economic Defence means
having a strong resilient economy. Fourthly, Social Defence means living
harmoniously and looking out for one another. Lastly, Psychological Defence
means being a resilient people. I can help my country by helping others in
times of danger.
Written by: Christine Ng Teen Wai (P4C)
Every year, on Total Defence Day, every classroom will have to turn off all
the lights and fans for ten minutes. It was very warm when the fans were
switched off! My classmates and I were so relieved and happy when the
lights and fans were turned back on. This helps to educate all the pupils to
appreciate the luxuries that we have to make our learning environment a
comfortable one. Also, we were given wholemeal bread during our snack
time. Our teacher made us queue in line to get a slice of bread. It made me
think of the people who had to suffer under the Japanese and did not get
enough to eat. I am so lucky to be able to enjoy the slice of bread!
Written by: Muhd Nur Ilham (P5F1)

Primary Fours Goes to Road
Safety Park
I enjoyed my trip to the Road Safety Park because it felt like a real
driving centre. I got to ride on a go-cart. It was so much fun! I wished
I could go to the Road Safety Park again. Next time around, I will drive
slowly and carefully. I have learnt to pay attention to the rules while
driving so that I would not bump into other go-carts or get warning
tickets by the police. The trip to the Road Safety Park was a memorable
experience indeed.
Written by: Leow Ting (P4C)
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School Activities 9

Primary Ones Goes to Marina Barrage

I had a lot of fun at the Marina Barrage. First, we went to the field
to have play time and picnic with our classmates. I ate sandwiches,
cookies and drank Milo. My friend brought a kite and a parent volunteer
taught us to fly it. It was so exciting to fly a kite! My friend, Lucas,
brought a ball. So, I also played a short passing and kicking game with
my friends.
After that, we went for a tour at the Water Treatment Plant. I learnt
to save water by using just about enough water when washing my
hands. We need to save water because water is precious. If I could go
again, I would bring my kid scooter and play with my friends. It was a
fun yet enriching day for us!
Written by: Angelin Wu (P1G)

Student Leadership Camp
I was selected to attend the Student Leadership Camp
this year. I did not know what to expect, as it was a
first for me. I was looking forward to the camp and
was very sure I will be able to do all the activities.
There were many activities that were planned for us
to develop our leadership skills. The most memorable
one was where each group had to built a tower out of
balloons and a bridge for the tower too. It was a very
tough task and we had to rack our brains to complete
it. Though difficult, it was an awesome experience that
taught me perseverance, teamwork and creativity. I
am glad to be chosen for this camp!
Written by: Darren Koh (P5F1)
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10 School Activities
Written by: Mr. Syah Fidzuan

Sports Carnival
It was close to 2 pm and even though I was at the airport, my heart and mind were somewhere
else. I finally received the long awaited message from the other teachers in Coney House. All I
could offer was a smile. Although I could not be there for the final score tabulation, I knew from
the first half of the Sports Carnival that the pupils and the staff of Coney House were putting in
their heart and soul in the games. Congratulations Coney House!
For the second year running, the PE Department had organised a sports carnival that is very
different from previous years. ‘Sports and Games’ together with ‘International Friendship
Day’ themed activities were the focus of the Sports Carnival. This meant that everyone could
participate. Hence, every single digit representing Coney House had a part to play in the victory.
It could not have been possible without the admirable performances by the other pupils
representing Ubin, Tekong and Seletar houses. Sporting values were on display since the first
blow of the whistle and everyone should be congratulated!

International Friendship Day
We were so ecstatic to be able to play many exciting
games during International Friendship Day. Our favourite
game was the Limbo Dance from Trinidad. We learnt to
balance and move along to the music. We fell a few times
but it only made us more determined to limbo under the
skipping rope successfully. It was challenging yet so much
fun!
Another game that we loved was Cup Stacking from
United States of America! We had to make a pyramid by
stacking the cups and the fastest person wins. This game
taught us to concentrate and to coordinate our eye and
hand movement so that we can stack properly and quickly
to form the pyramid. From playing these activities, we felt
proud and happy to have played games from around the
world. Even though we may not be able to meet friends
from around the world, playing their games made it
enjoyable and memorable.
Written by: Jalene Tan and Nur Khalisah (P4D1)

Experiential Learning 11

Primary Three Overnight Camp
It was finally the Primary Three camp! I was very excited and looked
forward to the start of the camp. My classmates and I left our night
bags in the classroom after flag raising ceremony. Then, we proceeded
to the canteen for a short snack before we moved off for our learning
journey at Kampong Glam. At Kampong Glam, the teachers brought
us to Sultan Mosque where we learned about Islam. We also walked
around Kampong Glam and bought some traditional games and small
bottles of perfume that cost a dollar each.
After that, we went back to school for lunch. The lunch was delicious!
After lunch, we washed ourselves up and took a nap before we
continued the night activities at Senoko Fishery Port and Pasir Panjang
Vegetable farm. It was my first time visiting the fish and vegetable
markets, and it was indeed an eye-opener! It was nearly 6am when
we reached the school after the night activities. My friends and I were
very tired as we rarely stayed up late into the night. Nevertheless, I
am thankful for this experience and I have truly enjoyed myself at the
camp.
Written by: Aleesya (P3D)

Primary Two Day Camp cum
Learning Journey
First, we went to HPB Hub on 2nd April 2014. We learnt
about eating healthily and to exercise to keep ourselves
fit. We also must eat at least 2 servings of fruits and 2
servings of vegetables every day. Then, we had a bus tour.
It was interesting to lean about the history behind popular
landmarks in Singapore. Some of which are the Singapore
River, CHIJMES and Sultan Mosque. After that, we went
back to school for lunch followed by indoor activities. We
learnt to tie knots and read a map to find hidden clues. It was
a day filled with fun and learning. I truly enjoyed myself!
Written by: Alisha Qaisara (P2D)

12 Partnership

Primary Six Parent
Teacher Conference

Written by: Mdm Gowri
Parent of Arjun Prabhakar Rao (P6B2)

The Parent Teacher Conference was a wonderful and enriching experience for
me. As a parent, I am now aware of the format of exam papers and how
marks are given based on the exam questions. Detailed explanation was given
by the teacher presenters, especially on the English Paper breakdown. They
even shared on the different components that students should be able to
score better in and how to help them score in these sections. Sharing done by
the Vice Principal and Head of Department of Dunman High School was also
insightful.
After the Parent Teacher Conference, I was able to apply what was learnt.
For example, I selected vocabulary exercises for my son and also gave
practice exercises for English Paper 1. My suggestion for future Parent Teacher
Conference would be to share on how to calculate T-score, some information
on Secondary schools to help parents and child choose post PSLE and other
sharing on subjects like Maths and Science.

Written by: Mrs Lee
Parent of Kenneth Lee (P4A1)

Mathematics Parent Workshop
It was a very informative and useful workshop. As a parent, I learnt
more about Fractions, the strategies involved in teaching the topic
as well as its significance in the Primary 4 Mathematics syllabus. I
also learnt about the common mistakes made by pupils in answering
Mathematics questions. Now I am able to remind my son, Kenneth,
to avoid such mistakes.
I am also impressed with Ms Alyani’s step-by-step Model Drawing
presentation as it gave me a better understanding and a clearer
picture on the topic to help me guide Kenneth at home.
Perhaps it would be better if the parents of different levels could
break into small groups so that we can have more time for Q & A,
pertaining to the level’s Mathematics topics and syllabus. Overall, I
have benefited from the workshop and applaud the school for this
initiative in involving parents.
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